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Tombolo of the Nakaura Channel, Shimane pref.,

Southwest Japan

Masami WATANABE", Mitsuru HIRAISHI

Abstract: To verify the description of the Nakaura Channel described in Izumo no kuni fudoki (the
topography of Izumo Province), I reconstructed the topography of the lake bottom in the waters
surrounding Eshima island using hydrographic charts from a survey conducted in 1952.

The result revealed that a tombolo existed in the Nakaura Channel, and the area of this tombolo
during the Nara Era was reconstructed.

Furthermore, the lake shallows in the Eshima north water area and the remains of dredging work
from the Edo to Meiji Era in the Eshima northeast water area were detected.

Reclamation efforts in Eshima were undertaken on the tombolo in the Edo Era and on the lake

shallow in the Showa Era.

Key words: Izumo no kuni fudoki (the topography of Izumo Province), tombolo, Eshima Island,

Yumigahama Peninsula, Lake Nakaumi
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Fig.1 Location map of the study area.

Base map is the 1:10,000 scale Nakaumi lake chart by the Geographical

Survey Institute of Japan.

(collection of the Matsue History Museum).
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Table . 1 Table 1 The smooth sheet and hydrographic chart on which the Nakaura Channel was drawn.
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Fig. 2 Depth sounding lines including the waters

surrounding Eshima.
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Fig. 3 Tombolo between Eshima and Yomishima

(Yumigahama Peninsula) in the Nara Era.
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